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longer in fighting mood. He waited quietly, sure of the
army, sure of the workers, sure even of the Seym, which
would hardly dare to oppose him. He watched the frantic
efforts of his Prime Minister, he even achieved a sort of queer
sympathy for him, and when on December 5th Paderewski
eventually realized the futility of his efforts and resigned
officially, Pilsudski, sure of the other's defeat, asked Pader-
ewski to become once again head of a Government.
Paderewski still hoped that the best conservative elements
in the land would support him, particularly as the Arch-
bishop Teodorowicz and the Conservative Speaker of the
Seym had approached him, asking him to form a new
Cabinet. Pilsudski knew better. He agreed to all
Paderewski's suggestions about the formation of a new
Cabinet, but after Paderewski had gone, turned to one of
his officers and said : " Sooner will hair grow on my hand
than he will succeed." Paderewski represented the losing
cause, and no one likes to join a losing man. He tried and
tried in vain. His usual clearness of vision deserted him in
these days of strain and anxiety, and he found everyone's
hand against him, and no one who would collaborate. It
was no good; Poland had failed him, failed him cruelly.
He would leave his treacherous love, he would go back to
Riond Bosson, back to the shores of Lake Leman. How
peaceful and calm and lovely Riond Bosson was. He was
so tired, so very tired.

VI
Was it not natural that Paderewski should be defeated
in Poland by Poland? Other powers than those he re-
presented overshadowed the fete of the new country. They
were the powers of a nation only just reborn and trying to
find itself, a nation that had to go through all the pains and
convulsions of a political rebirth. Paderewski's fate was
certainly to glorify Poland, but to glorify her through his
particular medium and in his particular world. Poland